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and by emptying our bunkers. With our boats we
took a day's supply of coal from the collier each day.
Under a full head of. steam, and assisted by the use
of anchors and by tow-lines from the steamers of the
mortar flotilla, both the Mississippi and the Pensa-
cola worked their way through a foot of mud over
the bar.

But the forty-gun frigate Colorado had to remain
outside. Her crew was largely distributed among
other ships. Her captain, Theodoras Bailey, a most
gallant old officer, did not want to miss being in the
forthcoming engagement. Farragut told him that he
might go on board any ship he chose and such ship
should lead in the attack, a suggestion which, of
course, had to reckon with a welcome from the com-
manding officer of the ship chosen. No naval cap-
tain wants another man who ranks him on board,
particularly during an action.

Captain Smith expressed himself very candidly
to this effect when Captain Bailey concluded that he
should like to go on board the Mississippi, and Far-
ragut decided to put Captain Bailey as a divisional
commander on board the Cayuga, one of the gun-
boats which was to lead the first division. Thus
Captain Bailey had a better assignment than he an-
ticipated, while all the captains of the larger vessels
were equally pleased at the arrangement.

Between us and New Orleans were the two strong
forts, St. Philip and Jackson, facing each other at a